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LODDON VALLEY RAMBLERS 
Minutes of Annual General Meeting held on 5th November 2020 by Videoconference starting 
at 7.30pm. 

1 APOLOGIES  

The meeting was attended by 44 people. Apologies were received from Margaret Cain, 
Mary Bather, Mary Ede, Marianne Murray and Mike Evans. 

2 MINUTES OF MEETING  

(i) The minutes of the last AGM held on 30th October 2019 were adopted. 

Proposed by Pat Perridge 
Seconded by John Ginty 

The meeting approved the minutes. 

ii) There were no matters arising. 

3 REPORTS 

Chairman (David Moffett) 

As in previous years, I have to ask in accordance with General Data Protection Regulations, 
if you are happy to have your name recorded in the Minutes. If not, please chat with Derek 
Smith after the meeting. 

This is my Report to the Annual General Meeting of Loddon Valley Ramblers. 

It is a look back at this year’s activities by the Group and look forward to some plans for 
next year. Obviously, this has been a difficult year and I don’t want to dwell on Covid 19 
because you know all about it but demonstrate how the Group has been flexible and adapted 
to provide walks and social events for its members. 

The year started with the Leaders’ Dinner & Dance, a perfect way of thanking the Leaders 
for their time planning, checking and leading walks for the group. 

Through a wet spring, our programme of walks continued, and we had started to plan our 
social events. It soon became clear that a Barn Dance in a village hall couldn’t be arranged 
safely as the restrictions of the pandemic were developing. A walking weekend planned in 
Yorkshire was postponed until it could be organised safely. Coming out of the Lockdown; 
our members started to arrange informal walks of 6 friends and the Committee realised that 
we needed to ensure that all members had access to a group, if they wanted to walk together. 
We wrote to all members and put several members in touch with these informal groups. 
Later, as restrictions were further lifted, we were able to develop a programme of larger 
groups strictly risk-assessed and walked within social distancing rules with records available 
for track and trace. Sadly, these walks have been curtailed by another lockdown, but a 
programme is in place to restart group walks, as soon as it is considered safe again. 

The Group prides itself on the work carried out to improve access to the countryside by 
clearing and improving footpaths and removing difficult stiles; to be replaced by accessible 
gates. Several gates were already in store, and teams were assembled to install these gates in 
late summer.  

A walking weekend planned in Somerset was re-configured with safe procedures and 
provided excellent walks with challenging quizzes. 

The Committee has prepared an outline of a programme of walking weekends and social 
events for next year, but there are gaps and this meeting is an opportunity for members to 
suggest an activity, which the Committee will try and organise. Already planned, a hall is 
booked for a Barn dance in March, followed by the postponed walking weekend to Ilkley in 
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April. A summer social is booked in July, but the final shape of that event is still being 
formed. Coach walks outside the area, to walk in different countryside were successful 
previously and will be planned, when some normality returns. A walking weekend in the 
Cotswolds is already booked in September and has received an enthusiastic response. This 
year was the 25th year anniversary of the formation of Loddon Valley Ramblers and we 
commemorated the occasion with a gate installed in Remenham. The Dinner and Dance had 
to be postponed but has been rebooked for next October. 

I am stepping down as Chairman, after 3 years and would like to express my thanks to some 
of those that have helped me through that time. I apologise now if I miss anybody.  

First, I have been supported by an excellent Committee in putting a comprehensive selection 
of walks and social events. As I said at the beginning, it is the flexibility through these 
difficult times that has allowed the Group to present a safe and varied walks programme. My 
sincere thanks to Nick Johnson, who always directs his Leaders to provide a tremendous 
range of walks but surpassed himself this autumn to pull together a comprehensive 
programme and thanks for the skills of Jo Fox to reform the website and put in place a 
booking system.  

I believe the success of a group also depends on its social activities. I include in this 
category our tremendous efforts to install gates and improve access to the countryside. I am 
grateful to Steve Vale for identifying sites for gates and negotiating with landowners to 
remove stiles then obtain funding from parish and borough councils. It is Ray Sharp’s 
project management skills to maintain this programme and it definitely provides a social 
outlet and satisfaction for members. 

The Group has a successful record of organising walking weekends, but generally arranged 
by the Committee. I felt we could also tap into the skills of members. A weekend was 
arranged for spring 2018 to Abingworth on the South Downs. I asked Gerry Cooper to 
organise the weekend and he said – “yes, I can do that” and we enjoyed an excellent 
weekend. 

I asked Grant Kelly and Carmel Hearn to plan a weekend in autumn 2018 and again they put 
together a fantastic weekend in Lulworth.  

I have mentioned before that I asked Ellen Holmes for a dance at the Leaders’ dinner. On 
the floor she asked “are you doing this for a bet”. No. I wanted her to think about planning a 
weekend in spring 2019, which with David Bromley, she organised a brilliant weekend of 
walks and dancing for 76 members.  

Linda Ashwell volunteered to provide a unique weekend in Kingcombe, Dorset and Graham 
Smith had already pre walked the countryside near Ilkley for a weekend before we had to 
postpone in March.  

After his team had won a quiz at Dovedale, I told John Reddihough that his prize was to 
organise the next weekend and he took it in good humour and despite the challenges of the 
pandemic and reduced attendance; his team provided an enjoyable weekend. 

Staying with the social side, the group hadn’t tried Barn Dances, but then a poll of members’ 
wishes indicated a real interest in these dances. Mary Childs, who was sat next to me at the 
AGM, said she had organised dances and went on to put together two energetic and popular 
dances. Unfortunately, we had to postpone this year’s for safety, before the national 
lockdown was announced. 

Returning to the Committee, I recognise the thorough work carried out by our Treasurer, 
Alan Drabble, particularly controlling the flow of funds for our walking weekends. 
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Barbara Curtis, our Membership Secretary is stepping down after 20 years on the 
Committee. I have valued her opinion and experience and recognise the excellent holidays 
that she continues to organise to Bellevaux. 

And finally, my friend and colleague Derek Smith; throughout my period as Chairman, he 
has provided advice and opinion; but particularly that morale support in directing the 
Group’s activities. 

I close my report, confident that the Group continues to provide a comprehensive selection 
of walks and social activities.  

Walks Organiser (Nick Johnson) 

I would normally open by saying that the group has walked sufficient person miles this year 
to get us to Moscow, or similar – but this year is not a normal year. 

During the pandemic we have worked on a solution to meet Ramblers Association’s 
requirements for resuming led walks including documented risk assessments and the use of 
“Eventbrite” for both booking walks and for Track and Trace. Furthermore, Keith Brill has 
developed the Ramblers’ Risk Analysis to include a column for risk mitigations which 
makes the document more effective in meeting its intent. Therefore, we have a framework 
until restrictions are lifted. 

I would like to formally thank our leaders for doubling up on leading such that we have been 
offering two walks on Tuesdays, two on Thursdays and both a long and short walk on 
Sundays. 

As we enter the second lockdown, I plan to work on a month to month basis. There will be 
no led walks in November, but hopefully we will be able to resume with the December 
programme. I propose to use the November walks in January, during which time we can 
develop the February programme and so on until we can revert to the normal four-month 
programmes. 

I will finish with three items: 

 I would ask for any suggestions or comments from the membership on how we 
continue to operate during the pandemic. 

 I will continue to ask walk leaders to lead two walks per programme to meet demand 
with our (LVR imposed) limit of 15 people per walk. 

 I would like to thank Jo Fox for her tremendous support to me with managing the 
“Eventbrite” booking system. 

Footpaths & Countryside (Steve Vale) 

This has been my third year as Footpath Officer. 

Unlike some other LVR activities, work on maintaining and improving the footpath network 
has not really been curtailed by the coronavirus restrictions. 

Contrary to my initial fears, the spring lockdown and the subsequent restrictions led to a big 
increase in the use of public rights of way from March 2020 onwards. This was obviously 
welcome, with paths that had previously been very lightly used attracting more walkers. It 
did lead to a marginal increase in the volume of day-to-day problems with obstructions, 
overgrowth and missing signs, but that will ultimately lead to improvements on the network. 

Hopefully, the new lockdown will not lead to any reduction in the use of the network, even 
if it is only by individuals and households, and not by groups. 

The spring lockdown also gave me the time to undertake a complete audit of all the 
remaining stiles in Wokingham Borough, in support of the aim of removing them all and 
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replacing them with gates where appropriate. We now know the location of the remaining 
90 or so stiles and have been able to prioritise the ones we want to see removed or replaced. 

We won’t be able to replace all of them, of course, simply because landowner permission is 
always required and, try as we might, some landowners just don’t want to co-operate.  

We still managed to install 6 gates across the Borough in 2020. These are located in Hurst (2 
gates), Remenham (2 gates), Arborfield and Finchampstead. The gates have been purchased 
with the Ramblers’ own funds, and with funds from the Hurst Village Society and from 
Wokingham Borough Council. We are grateful for the cooperation of the landowners 
concerned in respect of these gates. 

Ray Sharp continues to project manage all the installations, and volunteers drawn from our 
membership undertake the installation work. I am grateful to all of them.  

I am now busy attempting to line up gate installations for 2021, restrictions permitting. 
Increasingly, I am seeking the help of the Parish Councils in obtaining landowner 
permissions. This is beginning to bear fruit, and I have 4 replacements in Finchampstead 
ready to go in the spring. 

Wokingham Borough Council’s new 10-year Rights of Way Improvement Plan for 2020 to 
2030 was published last April. The Plan includes virtually all of the suggested changes and 
new routes that we want to see put in place.  

As I said last year, putting these in the Plan does not necessarily mean they will happen. But 
they give us a firm base to work from. With help from the footpath wardens and the 
Committee, I have identified a “Top 10” of the improvements we would like to see happen 
at an early stage. I am seeking to apply pressure to the Borough Council to make progress on 
these, although this can be a slow and time-consuming process. 

In general, Wokingham Borough Council continues to take its rights of way responsibilities 
seriously. Most reported problems are attended to within a reasonable timescale. One 
exception has been instances of flooding in 2020, but I am pleased to say that it looks as if 
the Council’s initial slow and rather chaotic response is now being rectified. Another long-
standing problem of locked barriers on Wargrave Byway 38 was finally overcome through 
the Council’s persistence. 

In the course of the year, the Borough Council have been progressing their plans for a 
second Greenway, running from Arborfield Cross, via the Coombes and Woosehill, to 
Cantley Park in Wokingham. We are supportive of these plans, although disappointed that 
Wokingham Town and Borough Councils seem to have fallen out over the route across Joel 
Park. 

The new Arborfield Bypass is due to open shortly, and many LVR members will be aware 
that there is a new Green Bridge in place where Arborfield Footpath 17 crosses it. Many of 
them have already walked over it. Officially known as the Observer Bridge (after the 
Observer Corps who were based at Arborfield), it will always be known within LVR as Ray 
Sharp’s Bridge. I know that, after all the work he did to make it happen, Ray was greatly 
relieved to see it finally take shape. 

I have referred some suggestions made by LVR members to the Ramblers’ Lost Paths 
project, and I am currently waiting with interest to hear whether those involved in the 
project will support claims for the paths concerned. 

The challenges for the future remain similar to last year: 

Continuing with stile conversions.  

Making sure that as many as possible of the new routes set out in the 2020 to 2030 Rights of 
Way Improvement Plan become reality. 
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Continuing to ensure that the footpath network is both protected and enhanced in the face of 
the large amounts of housing and road construction across the Borough, for example in the 
area south of Wokingham town. 

To meet these challenges, I will continue to need the excellent support provided by both 
LVR’s Committee and the team of parish Footpath Wardens. I am pleased to report that we 
currently have a full team in place. 

Overall, and allowing for the unusual circumstances, 2020 has been a positive year for 
Rights of Way, but there is always room to improve. I am always happy to receive any 
suggestions that could improve walkers’ experiences. Please get in touch at any time – you 
can find my contact details on the website or in the newsletter.    

4 ADOPTION OF ACCOUNTS (Alan Drabble)  

The Accounts for the year 1st October 2019 to 30th September 2020 were presented. There 
were no questions on the Accounts. 

Approval of the Accounts  

Proposed by Graham Smith 

Seconded by Karen Durie 

The meeting approved the Accounts which are given as an appendix to these minutes.  

5 ELECTION OF COMMITTEE (David Moffett)  

Prior to the AGM, the membership had been advised that any member may stand for 
election to any committee position - whether currently filled or vacant - provided they have 
a proposer and a seconder. 

There were five vacancies – Chairperson, Secretary, Treasurer, Membership Secretary and 
Social Secretary. 

Chairperson 

Nomination – Christine Harvey 

Proposed by David Moffett 

Seconded by Ellen Holmes 

The meeting approved the election of Christine Harvey as Chairperson. 

Secretary 

Nomination – Keith Brill 

Proposed by Derek Smith 

Seconded by Steve Vale 

The meeting approved the election of Keith Brill as Secretary.  

Treasurer 

Nomination – Martyn Brice 

Proposed by Derek Smith 

Seconded by David Turner 

The meeting approved the election of Martyn Brice as Treasurer. 

Membership Secretary 

Nomination – Mike Evans 
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Proposed by Mary Bather 

Seconded by Jane Thomas 

The meeting approved the election of Mike Evans as Membership Secretary. 

There was no nomination or volunteer for Social Secretary, and this remains open for 
members to offer their services 

All other committee members stood for re-election. 

There were no other nominations for the committee, so the existing members were 
proprosed and seconded en-bloc. 

Proposed by Derek Smith 
Seconded by Jenny Smith 

The meeting approved the re-election of the remainder of the committee. 

6 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

Ian Mackenzie wished to advise the group of an initiative called “Slow Ways” which aims 
to document links between all towns and villages in Great Britain using existing rights of 
way. This gives the possibility of linear (instead of the usual circular) walks which would 
lead to an increased use of public transport. He had already commended this to Steve Vale 
and Steve undertook to pick up this issue for consideration on behalf of the committee. 

Steve Vale to action. 

Pat Perridge, whilst commending the group for its efforts in returning to led walks, asked 
why the committee had so readily agreed to conform to the Ramblers Association stipulation 
for walk leaders to undertake risk assessments. He felt that LVR as a group had provided 
walks perfectly satisfactorily without risk assessments for many years – and, indeed, LVR 
traditional walking area was particularly non-hazardous. David Moffett responded that the 
committee had accepted that this was a condition of LVR offering a return to led walks 
under the auspices of the Ramblers (with the associated insurance implications) and that the 
committee saw this as a benefit. Graham Smith, Ian Mackenzie, Helen Tranter, Richard 
Hatton and Steve Vale all added comments on this issue. 

Member (and Councillor) Angus Ross wished to thank LVR for the support it gives to 
Wokingham Borough Council – and to its Countryside and Footpaths Officer, Andrew 
Fletcher, in particular - in maintaining and improving rights of way with clearance, re-
surfacing and gate installation. He added that he was aware that the council’s facility for 
reporting footpath and other problems was cumbersome and that he would be pushing ahead 
to get some improvements to the system. 

Christine Harvey, as incoming Chairperson, said she would consider the points made on risk 
assessments and also the possibility of linear walks.s 

Member Helen Tranter has been appointed a Trustee of the Ramblers Association and said 
she is on a very steep learning curve as to what this entails and the consequent training. She 
said that there are about 500 Ramblers groups in 59 areas. The association is trying to 
modernise its digital platforms with a new website for external communications and 
“Assemble” for internal management of volunteers. Helen in eminently qualified to take on 
the role as she worked for many years for Bracknell Forest Council involved with rights of 
way and also studied Land Management at Reading University. Helen said she believed, 
generally, that there was considerable scope for improving the public rights of way network 
nationally and this would be her main focus. 

Nick Johnson said he had obtained a box of 150 Ramblers badges which he would give to 
people to wear if they so wished. 
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Appendix 1 – Treasurer`s Report 
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